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It will ta1.c tiin(- to ( ~ l l ~ r i g r  the In~blic'> opinio11 01. all acceptal~l~.  
Ic\ rl ol' clualit' lor all;)~dal~lc Imu>ing. Ho\vever. we call addre..; 
hcrc i i i l t l  I I O W  the First rcacon ,rrive~i for poor dt-491: lo\\ 
budgets. To mail! arvliiterts and developera. the \+ord. 'afI;)rda- 
ble h o r ~ s i n i  and .design' are inutually ewlusive. SIIIIII. ques~iori 
ti111 \aluv ol tlwign i l l  G o  Ilahic a 11uiltIir1;r I ~ I I V  a- aIl;~rdable 
1iousirig. l i r i i  dca1i11g \\ it11 j~rojwte 01 c>\treniely tight bncl,gets. 
it is usually assun~ecl that ver) little can Ile clone to improw 1111. 
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.~Wortl;~l)lv I ~ o u s i ~ ~ g  comer. in a witlt. r a l ly  ol' Ill~il~ling Lirnts. 
\\'bile dt4i11ing dwsr three d~allc*nge> it is ilnportant to 11ott. 
that I am c :o~~ce~~t ra t i rq  OH t111: 1111usi1lg type addrt-atvl in our 
I)esig11/l311iltl Studio: the ?->ton 11r1xu1 r0\~11ousr O I I  a \TI?. 

small a1111 n;1rrow lot. llowevvr, 1l1i> is I I O ~  it11 I I I I I X I I I I I I I I I I I  11rl)i111 

S ~ I ~ I : I ~ : .  of t l ~ c w ~  houses arr  I I ~ ~ I . I I  (lark and u r l i ~ ~ v i t i ~ l ~ .  l111t 
%ol~sr> . . . I I I W I  to I I : I ~ I :  virtu all^ all ~ilajnr ro0111s O I I  a11 
outsitlr tvall with acwss 111 liglit all11 ventilatio~~. 111 k1(.1 1111. 

nlorv rooul: that have ple11tif111 11;1t11ral light. the I I I I I ~ V  I i v i i l ~ I t ~  ..- 
the IIOIIW I)ITIIIIIIT. . G:tti11g IigI~t into the 111i11!lh~ 01' the 
r01vl1011.v i: a kital issue. 

110131h\'(; I1OSI':S - Lilnitvd I~111gc!ts ltratl arcllitcc:ts to Iwlivcc 
tllat t111. I I O I I W  11111st 11r 3 s i l ~ ~ l ~ l t .  1111rt4iei~ed boa s l ~ a p *  to I I I .  
al'lbrclal~l~!. "Oln~iousl!. tlw 111o5t c:l'lit:i~~~t structurv is i l  4111plt. 

, . 
i'nrrn tvitl~c~ut variation. jog$ or I Y I I I I ~ I ~ ~ : \  rook"." I I I I W  \)ox 
s l ~ a ~ ) t ~ l  l~ouses c3reate bland ~ n a s s i ~ ~ p .  ellallow estt.rior> ticwlrs .. . . 
and I I I U I I O ~ I I ~ ~ ,  I I I I C S I : I ~ I T I ~  ~ n t v r ~ o r  space?. -.E\TII t11c i ~ ~ ~ p l e s t  
111m rlt*ed> solw rrlirf from 1111. tyrar~rl!. of rninir~~al stnlvturc. 
~ ( 1  cost I ~ I I I : I ~ ~ I I S - ~ ~  III:IVIS to ' l ) r t d i  out of tlw l~o\..'."' 
BI:I:LIII~I~ oI' t11(' ~~ched to us(. i~wsl~c:~lsivc* c:orlitnlc:tior~ ~r~atc.riale. 
s11rSarr3 artb oft~w overrill1 wit11 1111: S ~ I I I I ~  fini:.h 111i1tcriaI. l:or 
esa111p11. c\ttmsi\t~ stucco ;IS a11 ~ b x t ~ i o r  1i11ish car1 I T I Y I ~ I ~  I I O I I W S  
i~~appropri;~tt* to tllc. iurroundirlg c!ontrxt \\hic:h o(icw uws n 
variety nf Ii11is11 ~naterials. :\r111t111hr assu11qhm is that all lloor 
plates I I I I I ~ I  111: sta~:ked i l l  3 ~ I I ; I I *  plitne like pancakt:~ to save 
I . ~ I I M ~ ~ I I I - ~ ~ ~ I I  ( ~ 1 s t ~ .  This (-reat(-.; roolll> \\All vvry r c y ~ l a r  a d  
u~lreIie\-(~~l I I I : ~ $ I ~ S  \vhosc widt11> vary in a \\.a! u ~ ~ r ( ~ I i ~ t t v l  to the 
sc.nlta of' tllc. roo111. 
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E1,EVRN CRITERIA 

Tllc cwst-ctl'l~cicnt rectangular 130s Ibrm creattxs llat ur~r~>lievecl 
Ijc:atles. 111 adtljtiont thin walls rcyuirc w i ~ ~ d ~ w s  to be set tlush 
with the exterior skin. This Iw lead to the disappeamlc-I: 01' 
s l~atlow~. Tluildi11,os that lacli slradow (10 rlot successl'uUy 
l~alarice solid with void or ligl~t \\-it11 dark. and tend to Iw 
~ n m o t o ~ ~ o u s  a d  often out of scale with t l ~ c  surrou~~dirlp 
I~ouses. Another result ol'tllr I h r d  box is ~ I I  abrupt transitiolr 
I'ror~~ chr public: space 01' t l ~ e  street to the private spare crl' thc 
I~or~sc.  \X ' i~ l l  walls pushed out to the edges to ~nasimizc: I'loor 
area. I ~ ~ r c l ~ e s  are oiten eliminated 1'rorn thc t11:sign. 

Apprcxw11: Every building must have walls but thrrc: art' rro laws 
that rct111irc they all be flush \\it11 tlrc ~~roj~cr t !  lirw. Iri~yrorta~~t 
.sllaclo\v is added by carvirlg into the building mash or 
cantilcvvrir~g ovcr the edge while atlelir~g littlc material is to the 
c+or~stn~ction. 
-Slide r r d s  11ac-li l'ro~rl the street plane to create rwcsws tlint 
add vai~rahl~. slradow to the massing of the In~il t l i~~g. Kcwsstd 
~)or~:Iwh also eabe the transition from o111 to i l l  a i d  create a 
plaw for people to sit ant1 interact wit11 their neighbors. 
-Slide waus cnvr tllc street plane to create tantiht-rcd 
overhangs. Ray5 are effective at breaking d o ~ n  tlrc scalv ol a 
h r ~ g  hlcatle to suit thc ~urrolirdirlg context. 

Al~proach: \:ni-y the t Y 1 ~ : s m d  treatment of esterior finislws.to 
I~r(:al\ (1owr1 over-scaled ~r~assirys a r d  higl~light special features. 
-Color is a key no-cost ally to Lrcnl. 111) Iargc surSac:es. A 
ca l~a~~p .  01' color is tl~c. Ivast rspensi\-e r~letllod but it is I I ~ - I :  

Window l'attcr~~s 

Thew h( 'Cll l i  to be an assuniptio~~ that to hc afi'ordable, \\inclo\rs 
~nuht all be smaller. of rmsisterlt size and operation. a i d  
locatccl in the ~niddlr  of a ro1111i. Often tlie results are onr-size. 
tloutde-hung \\ir~tlo\vs rcy~rdlres of tlie scale of the room. Tile! 
are often ton small in scale for the proportions cdtl i t~ h o ~ ~ s c  and 
may float isolalrd iu the ~niddle of a broad \+all. 

! \ ~ ~ I I ; I I ~ I :  \\'indo\vs arcx vital to allou f;)r ligl~t. \.entilation and 
egrcs.. Ofien they require a rnir~irnu~r~ hizr IJ! c.c& t11:rt cannot 
Ilc reduced or P I ~ I I ~ ~ I I ; I I I Y I  l)y I d g e t  ruts. 'I'herelbre they are a 
major i u l r ~ r ~ ~ ~ t  desig~l element 011 '1 faqade. 
- lise a varic.ty of wirl~low shapes and operations. Let t1ic111 
re lmswt  the functiun of tlw roo111 Iwl~irld. R1a11y \\ir~do\+ 
~narluSi~rturers 111akr uir~tlows to order as they clo not want to 

- I f  you must 1 1 2 ~  s ~ ~ ~ a l l  wi~~ilo\\e do not isolate t l ~ e ~ n  on a 
broad I'ayatlr. Groulr them tugether wherr po-siblr all11 \I-(. ttw 
l~roatl 311rfac-(8 ol' the sl in a> a background to a well-propor- 
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Tlie roof lia> tra~li t ir~~~ally I ) W I I  a prir~w area lor i ~ ~ d i i i d ~ ~ a l  
de-ign r\pression. "The roof profile of a houac. ia l'rc.clucwtIy t11t. 

r no~ t  (listinpi-11i11g I;.atur~~ ol' a particular design signature"'- 
But the tjl1ic.111 I'lat rool' l~rolilc. 11-cd on 1nuc11 aiinrclablr 
housirlg lacks character and niay not be tlw 111o.t appropriate 
aolutio~~ i l l  ;I I ~ i s t ~ r i c  1leig111wr11ood with a rich collection ol' 
I Y I ~ I I ~ I T  (Ic-ip. 

. .  
1Ile quickest. and tlrarcl~y cheapest. way to col~strl~c-t Iloor 
plates is on orrt* I W I I ~ ~ I I I I O I I S  plane. Ilowever this crcXates I'lat 
pauralie stackecl floors that c ~ l ' ( ; ~  no \.arivty 01' c:eiliy height a, 
spatial r e l i d  'l'lw c:llallerige is 11oit' to o&et Iloor plates at 
various points to create a play ofc.c:ili~y heights without 111a1\i1i~ 
the (wnstr~wtior~ costs too 11ig11. 
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011 s111al1 lots, floor area i *  too valuablr to  waste or1 t l o ~ l b l e  
I~ri~lit sptrcs. 'l'I~c!rclim ho~~s t , s  lack t l ~ e  sllalial relief' I)c.lol~gir~g 
to IXMIIII~ that vstend beyorltl a s ingle story. 

I3cw11sr ol' t lw lack o f  w i r ~ d o \ ~ s  a ~ ~ d / o r  clirctc:~ s1111lig11t. the 
ct*11tr;11 spaws o f  a row11ous1~ ~ I V  t l ~ t *  d:~rlwst a d  l ight  i s  ;II ;I 

~I~I:III~IIII~. T h e  c1uic.k solution to  t l rop a skyl igl i t  i r ~ t o  the 111itltl11: 

:\1111ro;1c11: Crv;~tv sen ice  zonc*s that group ~ ~ t i l i t i c ~  togc.tl~t~r. in a 
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